Four officers or members of REA went to the Private Viewing of the Richmond Art Society Summer Exhibition on June 23rd at The Landmark, Teddington, also part of Richmond’s Art House weekend exhibitions.  These were Carol Wain (Secretary), Martin Seymour (Committee member) and ex-Committee members Brenda Morris and Bernd Steinlechner. Another REA member, Paul Douglas, on the RAS Committee, introduced ARCIF President Evelyne Wenzel, who gave a short speech to guests to open the exhibition.

Four of the exhibiting artists were from Fontainebleau.  At centre stage were three amusing papier mâché sculptures by Susan Longmire, depicting sunbathers by the River Seine and a “Young Girl Going to Mass”. I admired a set of four impressive enlarged photographs of Fontainebleau Château and its grounds by Katia Boïtsove-Hošek, and some beautiful landscapes in acrylics by Myriam Gérat.  A local Richmond artist, Martin Davidson, had used oil to paint a lively view of Fontainebleau’s town square “Carousel”. 

The show included many delightful landscapes, thoughtful abstracts and some sensitive portraits.  Challenging but interesting viewing was the series called “The Hour between the Dog and the Wolf” by members of RAS, with outstanding works like Robin Macdonald’s “Metamorphosis” and Malcolm West’s of the same title. Most artworks were for sale at a wide range of prices, plus cards of artists’ work selling for less than £10. 

REA members were made very welcome by Paul Douglas of RAS and their Chair, Peter Swann. It was also a good opportunity for the REA officers and members to renew our friendship with Evelyne Wenzel and discuss this year’s Twinning events.  

By Carol Wain  (REA Secretary)

