“Faces Places” (original title: “Villages, Visages”) - French film at The Exchange , April 2nd 

                                                                Review by Carol Wain (REA)
On Tuesday 2nd April, REA  officers Carol Wain (Secretary) and Marina Tuffier (Treasurer) went to see the veteran New Wave director Agnes Varda's 2017 Oscar-nominated documentary film, "Villages, Visages" (aka “Faces, Places”) at The Exchange, shown by Richmond Film Society.  The house was packed with keen local filmgoers.  
Ms. Varda died last week, aged 90, after an illustrious career.  She was a contemporary of Jean Luc Godard, who features at the end of the film but never appears, remaining an enigma. Her film shows the warm relationship between the 88 year old director and her protege, a 35 year old photographer and street artist, “JR”, who toured Northern France in his specially adapted van, meeting the locals, making and developing vast monotone photo portraits of villagers and workers and themselves, all displayed to public acclaim on walls, barn doors, silos and trains. 
Shown here are the film's poster, and a remarkable film still of a 80 year old woman, the last resident in a line of derelict miners' cottages due to be demolished.  She weeps for joy when her portrait is pasted on her house front.   This was a one-off showing but try to catch this film, which captures the essence, as one critic has said, of “the deep France” - the often unknown people of France's interior, now reflected in the gilets jaunes (people in yellow hi-vis vests) seen on the news demonstrating  discontent.  The film's subjects seem reinvigorated by the artists' interest in their lives.  Varda won a special award at Cannes Film Festival (2017) for this film.  It's well worth catching it.

